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NEWS RELEASE
23rd September 2009

Arval signs up to European Road Safety Charter
Arval, Europe’s leading fleet and fuel management company, has reinforced its commitment to road safety by signing up to the European Road Safety Charter. With the aim of reducing road fatalities the European Road Safety Charter is a European participatory platform made up of a wide range of organisations committed to road safety.
The latest figures show that in 2008, deaths on the UK’s roads fell by 14% which highlights the positive impact that organisations can make in reducing road risk but with 2,538 fatalities last year there is still work to be done. 

Arval CEO, Jean-Marc Torre was given approval to sign the Charter at an event held in conjunction with the UK Department for Transport. In doing this he was reinforcing the company’s commitment to carry out concrete actions and share good practices in order to mitigate the dangers that drivers encounter on the roads each day. 
At the event, the UK’s Minister for Road Safety, Paul Clark MP, gave a speech on the UK’s road safety policies in which he echoed the British government’s support for the Charter. He commented, “Our next ten-year road safety strategy for the UK, which begins in 2010, reflects many of the principles laid out in the Charter.” 

Jean-Marc comments:
“We own, manage or provide fuel to over one million vehicles travelling on the UK’s roads and believe it is our responsibility to help make roads safer. We are committed to promoting the highest standards of safety and are delighted to have signed the European Road Safety Charter.”
He adds 
“We are continuing to develop road safety practices for our own fleet, and work together with customers, employees and governing bodies to raise awareness of road safety. Driving is becoming safer but there is no room for complacency and we want to continue sharing and implementing best practice as well as developing new initiatives to ensure that this subject remains at the top of the business agenda.”

Ends
For further information please call Graham Nichols, PR Manager, on 01793 884453  

E-mail graham.nichols@arval.co.uk

Editor’s Notes
Arval  
Arval is the leading fleet and fuel management company in Europe, owned by BNP Paribas, one of the largest European banking groups, with substantial buying power and a commitment to quality through over 30 years fleet management experience. Arval is a people-led company, with specialist teams dedicated to businesses from start-ups to FTSE 100 companies. Arval is investing significantly in technology to improve fleet efficiency and has a comprehensive range of products covering contract hire, fleet management, fuel management, leasing, personal motoring schemes, accident management, breakdown recovery and short term hire.

About BNP Paribas   

BNP Paribas (www.bnpparibas.com) is a European leader in global banking and financial services and is one of the 4 strongest banks in the world according to Standard & Poor’s.  The group is present in over 85 countries, with almost 163,000 employees, including near 127,000 in Europe. The group holds key positions in three major segments: Corporate and Investment Banking, Asset Management & Services and Retail Banking. Present throughout Europe in all of its business lines, the bank’s two domestic markets in retail banking are France and Italy. BNP Paribas also has a significant presence in the United States and strong positions in Asia and the emerging markets.
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